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2012°s economic ‘wins’ for Pottstown

Steve Bamford, executive director of Pottstown Area Industrial
Development, outlines town’s strengths going into 2013

By Evan Brandt
ebrandt@pottsmerc.com

positives in the borough’s econom-
ic picture to talk about than just
the fact that there will no tax hike in 2013.

Looking back as the
year now ending, Steve
Bamford told borough
council this month that
2012 was a good year for
economic development
in Pottstown.

Bamford is the execu-
tive director of Pottstown
Area Industrial Devel-
opment, better known
as PAID, and, as such,
is the primary person
charged with attracting
and retaining businesses to Pottstown.

POTTSTOWN — There are more

STEVE
BAMFORD
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“It is in our nature to focus on weakness- Visitors check out the lobby and box office area of the Steel River Playhouse in Pott-
. e stown. Once known as the Tri-County Performing Arts Center, the nonprofit theater
es, to 1,001‘(‘ for things that need fixing” he told ;g classroom center not only changed its name, but completed the second phase of
council, “but we also have some strengths repgvations to its High Street location. In 2012, it staged 90 performances.
from economic development this year. We
have solid momentum going into 2013.”
Bamford ticked off a list of economic de-
velopment “wins” for Pottstown:
At left, the ceremonial rib-
bon cutting for the grand
opening of the MCCC Uni-
versity Center in Pottstown
is shown. In 2012, the col-
lege expanded into the
former AAA building on
South Hanover Street for its
University Center project,
which makes four-year and
graduate degrees available
at the Pottstown Campus.

e Sly Fox Brewery — A $6 million proj-
ect that filled 30,000 square feet in the
Circle of Progress and brought 20 full-time
jobs to the borough.

e VideoRay — A high-tech company that
this month held an open house to showcase
its move from and East Pikeland barn to
downtown Pottstown. The company pur-
chased the former Levitz building on High
Street and renovated 32,000 square feet, to
be filled by 32 new full-time jobs.

 Steel River Playhouse — Once known
as the Tri-County Performing Arts Center,
the non-profit theater and classroom center
not only changed its name, but completed
the second phase of renovations to its High
Street location. In 2012, it staged 90 differ-
ent performances, Bamford said.

* Montgomery County Community College
— The Pottstown campus of this school has
seen a 60 percent growth in enrollment in the
last five years and now has 3,000 credit stu-
dents and affiliations with Temple University
and Albright College. In 2012, it expanded
into the former AAA building on South Ha-
nover Street for its University Center project,
which makes four-year and graduate degrees
available at the Pottstown Campus.

The college also broke ground on the
$1.2 million phase II of its environmental i | —
studies center in the Schuylkill River Heri- — y o= - ' - =
tage Building in Riverfront Park. _ i - N e AW
. . . . The Sly Fox Brewing Company in 2012 moved its operatons to a much larger facility

* Schuylkill River National Heritage jp the Circle of Progress in Pottstown.The $6 million project filled 30,000 square feet
Area Headquarters — In addition to the ex- in the Circle of Progress and brought 20 full-time jobs to the borough.
pansion of the college into that building,

the Heritage Area organization opened

its River of Revolution interpretive cen- Chester County side as a result of the new river from Phoenixville and current reaches
ter, something that will continue to attract Route 422 bridge being built at the Sana- as far as Parker Ford.

visitors to Pottstown and to the Schuylkill toga Interchange, thus creating a vital con-

River Trail, Bamford said. That trail will be nection between Pottstown and the Chester * Hanover Square — Construction of 118
extended from Pottstown back over to the County portion of the trail which comes up- three-bedroom, three-and-a-half bath town-
homes, complete with two-car garages —
some with views of the Schuylkill River,
on 13 acres that was once Mrs. Smith’s
Pies is now underway. So far 18 homes
are completed and occupied and another
30 are under construction.

e Honorable mentions — “There were
also many smaller expansions,” Bam-
ford said. “To name a few were the new
offices for the Wolf-Baldwin law firm,
Dallas Data, Pottstown Auto Wash and
Grumpy’s Sandwiches.”

As for 2013, Bamford has high hopes.

“I’'m optimistic that 2013 can be even
better,” he said.

“Of course, we have a lot of things in
the works, but you know how it works. You
have many irons in the fire and you have to
have 100 going to get a handful that actu-
ally come to fruition,” Bamford said.

“But I feel safe in saying we’ll have

Submitted photo SOme exciting announcements in 2013,”
VideoRay recently held an open house at its new Pottstown headquarters. The compa- he said.
ny purchased the former Levitz building on High Street and renovated 32,000 square Follow Evan Brandt on Twitter @Pott-
feet, to be filled by 32 new full-time jobs. stownNews
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